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  FaceFilter puts a smile  
 on anyone's face


By Michael R. Tomkins, The Imaging Resource 

(Wednesday, September 10, 2003 - 00:21 ET) 

San Jose-based Reallusion Inc. has announced a new program for Windows computers that aims to make it easier for digital photographers to edit their portraits without the need for much in the way of artistic skills. 

We've all been there - you take a photo, check it out on the camera's LCD and it looks fine. Of course when you get home you notice that whilst almost everything's perfect, a frown on one face that ruins the photo. There's always one person who just refuses to smile for photos, or blinks at the slightest hint of a flash... If you're a dab-hand with Photoshop you can probably fix it, but for the rest of us the photo goes into our digital "trash can". This is where Reallusion FaceFilter comes in - priced at a reasonable $29.95, the program lets you fine-tune facial expressions in your photos in an extremely simple, user-friendly manner.

FaceFilter is a standalone program, and the correction process starts off when you select and open the image you want to alter. You can then zoom in and pan around the image, and define the boundaries of the face you need to adjust (including rotating the selection to account for faces that aren't straight and level. Next, you click on the image to indicate the outside corners of the eyes and mouth, and FaceFilter indicates what it guesses are the locations of the eyebrows, inside corners of the eyes, and middle of the lips. If necessary (it usually is, to varying degrees), you can correct these guesses, before getting to the real meat of the program.





You are now presented with two copies of the face from your image side by side, cropped and leveled as you'd indicated. (If you prefer, you can hide the original image crop and just view the one being altered). On the right of the screen, you can scroll through a list of 24 facial filters labeled as "attractive", and 27 labeled as "fun" - examples of the former being "Kind", "Tender" and "Slim", while the latter includes more unusual filters such as "Alien", "Mean" and "Unhappy". Click on a filter, and the result is immediately previewed on your image. A slider-bar allows you to adjust the intensity of the effect, while a preview checkbox lets you see thumbnails showing what all the different filters will look like with your image…

… All in all, we're really rather impressed with FaceFilter, particularly given the price. If you take a lot of images of people - family portraits perhaps - this is almost a no-brainer unless you're an expert PhotoShop user.

(http://www.imaging-resource.com/NEWS/1063167719.html) 
